3OO                 The Abode of Snow.
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Himalayan tribe, of mixed Aryan and Turanian blood,
speaking a mixed language which became almost en-
tirely Aryan as they advanced, but preserving especially
the local names of their Tibetan birthplace, with some
peculiarities of dress and custom, may have pushed
their way along the " Stony Girdle of the Earth " to the
islands (if they were then islands) of the Western Sea.
R and n being interchangeable, and as tartan is pro-
bably a word signifying crossing or weaving across, it is
not absolutely impossible that tartan may have some'
relationship to Tartar, the name of the cloth being taken
from that of the people who wore it. This is about as
likely as the usual derivation of tartan from the French
tiretaine; but it would be almost as unwarrantable to
affirm it without some positive indication of its having
been the case, as it would be to accept the derivation
of an ingenious and learned friend who insists that the
word tartan, obtained its present application when the
Assyrian General Tartan took Ashdod, and carried
away the Egyptians captive in an imperfectly clothed
condition, which must have made them bear a striking
resemblance to Scotch Highlanders in their national
costume.